Young Adults*

e Colfer, Eoin, Artemis Fowl
series

e Haddix, Margaret Peterson
Among the Hidden

e Hesse, Karen Out of the Dust

e Young, Richard The Scary
Story Reader

Short Novels to Read

Aloud*

e Adler, David Cam Jansen
series

o Babbitt, Natalie Tuck
Everlasting

e Osborne, Mary Pope The
Magic Treehouse series

e Park, Barbara Junie B. Jones
series

e Scieszka, Jon Time Warp
Trio series

Full Length Novels to Read

Aloud*

e Dahl, Roald Charlie and the
Chocolate Factory

e DiCamillo, Kate Because of
Winn-Dixie

e Rowling, J.K. Harry Potter
series

e Snicket, Lemony Series of
Unfortunate Events books

e White, E.B. Stuart Little

*Young adult selections and short and
full length novels will take several
sessions to finish.

Patterns of Successful
Readers

The child is read to on a
regular basis

Parents are active readers and
lead by example. Reading
includes not only books, but
also package labels, street and
truck signs, billboards, etc.

A wide variety of printed
material, such as books,
magazines and newspapers are
readily available at all times.
Paper and pencil are available
to the child.

Parents stimulate the child’s
interest in reading and writing
by answering endless
questions, praising their efforts
at reading and writing, taking
their child to the library,
buying books, writing stories
that the child dictates and
displaying their child’s work in
prominent places.
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So you’ve begun reading to your
child. Now what do you do?
Here are some more ideas and
interesting statistics. This
brochure is based on the Fifth
Edition of Jim Trelease’s The
Read-Aloud Handbook.

Why Read?

“Reading is the heart of
education. The knowledge of
almost every subject in school
flows from

reading” (Trelease,xxiv).

Did you know?

If you read to your child 20
minutes per day, 6 days a week
for one year, you will have read
3000 pages in 104 hours, which
equals:
e 4 Dickens novels or
e 5 Judith Krantz novels or
e 21 John D. MacDonald
mysteries or
e 624 children’s picture
books
OR

e 8 seasons of “Roseanne.”
(From “Reading More and Loving It” A
Resource Handbook by Jim Trelease, 71)



Frequent Questions

When do you stop reading aloud to your
child?

A child’s listening level is usually two
grade levels above his reading level.
This means that your child will
understand something he hears, but is
unable to read. However, your child’s
listening endurance does not develop
overnight. Begin with short picture
books, moving to longer ones that are
spread out over several days. Then
move to short novels and finally to full-
length novels (over 100 pages).

Your child’s listening skills continues to
develop until he reaches high school.

How long do you need to read to your
child?

All you need is 10 minutes a day. Many
parents tell us they don’t have 10
minutes to spare. Do you have time to
stop at WaWa for a cup of coffee? How
about time to watch your favorite soap
opera? As mentioned in our first
brochure, it only takes minutes to read to
your child.

How do you choose books to read
aloud?

For infants and toddlers choose
something with good rhythm and rhyme,
lots of repetition, sounds that are
exciting or silly and lots of splashy
colors.

For older children, you need to find something
that will hold their attention. We have included
suggestions of books you may want to read to
your child.

When is a good time to read to your child?

Do not let reading interfere with your child’s
immediate interests. A child’s attention span is
about three minutes in length. Several three
minute readings may total as high as thirty
minutes a day. Reading at bedtime is always a
good way to end the day. If your child watches
television before bedtime, set a time when the
television must be turned off. Then let the child
decide if he wants to listen to a story, but the
television will not be put back on if he decides
not to listen to the story. Be firm with this
decision.

When is your child ready for something longer?
If your child is asking for more and more to be
read to them, it is time to move on to something a
little longer. Read one or two chapters an
evening. Do not fall behind in your reading or
your child will lose interest.

Suggested Read-Alouds

The following are suggested books to read aloud
to your child. Remember these are guidelines.
Some books may be read to older or younger
readers. You may wish to read the book to
yourself before reading it to your child to
familiarize yourself with the book or make
yourself aware of any surprises you may find in
the book.

Preschoolers
e Alborough, Jez My Friend Bear
e Bynum, Janie Ofis
e Cooper, Helen The Boy Who
Wouldn'’t Go to Bed
e Yolen, Jane How Do Dinosaurs
Say Good Night?

Kindergarteners
e Child, Lauren [ Will Never Not
Ever Eat a Tomato
e Robertson, M.P. The Egg
e Teague, Mark Pigsty

1**and 2" Graders
o Christelow, Eileen The Great

Pig Escape

e Hoberman, Mary Ann The
Seven Silly Eaters

e McPhail, David Edward and the
Pirates

e Prigger, Mary Skillings Aunt
Minnie McGranahan
e Simms, Laura Rotten Teeth

3" and 4™ graders

e Mitchell, Margaree Uncle Jed’s
Barbershop

e Polacco, Patricia Thank You,
Mr. Falker

e Talbott, Hudson O’Sullivan
Stew

e Van Allsburg, Chris Two Bad
Ants

5™ and 6™ graders
e San Souci, Robert The
Samurai’s Daughter
e  Wisniewski, David The Secret
Knowledge of Grown-ups



