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WRITERS 
WANTED! 

ARTISTS 
WANTED! 

sushi 

A letter from Teen Talk editor 
Juni Ruiz. Is he angry about 
something else??? Read and 
find out! (pg. 7) 

Original artwork and 
poetry by Joe Rivera 
(pg. 4) 

An alternate ending to  
Julia Alvarez’s In the time of the  
Butterflies by Tracy Quoikapor. 
(pg. 2) 

An original poem by 
Matt McGill (pg. 3) 
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In the time of the Butterflies: Dede, Minerva, Patria, and Maria-Teresa 
by Tracy Quoikapor 

 
 

 I’m sitting here half listening as people tell me about the last time they 
saw the girls alive. Some say that they tried talking them out of the idea of 
traveling in the bad weather. Mama and the rest of the family received the 
news the next day. Some say the girls were ambushed and killed. Others say 
that Trujillo killed them himself. Most of all, rumors are spreading that the 
girls are still out there alive.  
 Mama and I went looking for the girls a few days ago, but we found 
nothing. Days and months passed, but our search was of the same status. 
Back at stage one. 
 It’s now 2002 and I’m in the real estate business and still no signs of 
the girls. Mama isn’t doing well. In fact, she barely can stand by herself. I 
got a message today saying that the girls are alive and I should be at our  
local café at 11:55pm. The message also said not to bring anyone. 
 It’s 11:00PM and I am sitting at the café when a guy in all black tells 
me to follow him. I do, but I’m scared that this is a trick. We walk until we 
come to a dark tunnel. The guy gives me directions and leaves. I follow his  
directions and what I see next is beyond words. The room behind the tunnel 
has a light that reflects on an elderly woman. I recognize this woman as 
Maria-Teresa. I rush  to her and start hugging her. She looked at me as if she 
has never seen me in her life. Ever. “Maria-Teresa,” I say, slightly taken 
aback. “It’s me, Dede, your older sister.” She looks at me as if she’s about to 
say something but simply goes back to staring out of the window. 
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Song of Myself 

by Matthew McGill  
 

The song of myself is not just a poem written on paper 
It is a symphony, 

 Echoing its triumphant melody 
Throughout the once blank note to the world 

 
My symphony would be filled with high notes and low notes 

Some of them played perfectly, 
Others that would come out a little bit squeaky, 
And some that would sound just plain terrible 

 
I wouldn't care how it sounds to others, 

It is a song of myself 
Written to be true and original 

 
My song would be soft in some moments, 

But BANG! 
It would become a ferocious roar of notes in the next, 
It would be just the right tempo, not too fast or slow. 

 
My song would not say "Look at me, world!" 

But it would say "Listen, if you want." 
I wouldn't care if no one wanted to listen, 

But if you would listen, listen - listen if you dare. 



 
 

Scarecrow 
by Joe Rivera 

 
My heart screams as they get closer 

My eyes stare them down 
The taste of straw in my mouth 
The stench is growing nearer 

I can feel their beaks drilling my chest 

�����  



Have fun making 
“sushi” rolls  

using candy and 
other sweets.  

Then have fun 
eating them! 

Registration is required.  
Stop by the Children’s Department or call us at 794-4244 ext 4246 to sign up! 



Bring Food. 
Play Games. 

Have fun.  
What more 
could you 

want? 

Registration is required.  
Stop by the Children’s Department or call us at 794-4244 ext 4246 to sign up! 
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(Juni Ruiz vs Dragon while texting) 
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Suggestion Box 

BLANK AREA 

No one gave me any suggestions 
as to what they would like to see 
here so I’m going to pick one 
out of a hat….this month it 
looks like we got a riddle! 
 
 
 
If a man carried my burden he 
would break his back. 
 
I am not big but leave silver in 
my tracks. 
 
What am I? 

Answer:  

Snail 

Want to see something different 
here? A word search, sudoku, or 
random picture? Let us know! 


